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UEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant PDirector, OCR
ATTENTION: LE/OCR

EURJECT: Scientific and Techuical Data in
¥achine-Readable Form

HEFERENCE: Request of | |tar Comments
o HE¥ Memo dated 30 April 1963,
Bame Subiect

1. There is sowe validity for the 'zrowing concera’
expressed in the HEW mesorandusm on the substuntial outflow
of scientific information from the Lafted States to other
nations. Although Communist countries pursue » deliberate
policy of being parssiiic on Free World (partieularly U.8.)
resources, other nou-Communist nzations often do not have
the facilities to record and dissexinate zvailable scien-
tific iaforsation. Nevertheless, the problem remains
that there i a2 one-sided exchanpe botween the U.8. and
gther couniries,

Z. In respona io HEW's request for recomamendatioas
{o the task force goveraing the availability of Public
Health Serviee data in machine-~reandable form, say we sug-
gest the following procedures to be considered with
respect 1o policy on internationnl exchange:

2. A ceatral authority representing the
interests of the task force members should be
charged with the responsibility to review PHS
information collected and to asseas its
gignificance,.
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SUAJECT: Scientific and Techalcal Dsta in
doch ine-Boradable Forwm

». Exchange of this inforration witk
ather covatries ahould be deterwined by the
nrinciple of 2 net gain sccruing to the U.B.

¢. The recipient country should have
the sophisticated computer hardware and soft-
ware recuired to use the date,

d., A strict guid-pro-guo arrangesent
should be adopted to govern the exchange of
M8 wachine data,

3. Apparently there are working sgreements beivean
U.8, Academy of Science and various foreign academies
goveralnz the exchange of scientific information, The
faet that there ia a decided ouiflow of U.8. eelentific
informaiion imolies that some sgreements reguire close
sttention sné contiaved controi, This mhould provide =
guideline in the evest that arrangemenie are mede for
the sxchange of PHS dats with other astioas,
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